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enemies. I learned, in fact, that they had proceeded
above the Akensas,without any accident.

The pleasure of seeing Father Doutreleau for the
first time, and seeing him, too, after his escape from
such imminent perils, was much impaired by the
vivid grief I felt for the loss of two Missionaries,
with whose merit you were as well acquainted as
myself. You know that to a most amiable disposi-
tion, they united the appropriate qualifications for
apostolic men, that they were very much attached to
their Mission, that they had already become well
acquainted with the language of the Savages, that
their earliest labors had produced great fruits, and
they gave the promise of still greater results, since
neither of them was more than thirty-five or thirty-
six years of age. This deprivation, which entirely
occupied my thoughts, gave me no time for thinking
of the loss we had sustained of their Negroes and
their effects, although it very much deranged a
Mission which had just been commenced, and whose
necessities you know better than any one else.

But nothing has happened to these two excellent
Missionaries for which we should mourn, or for
which they were not prepared when they devoted
themselves to the Savage Missions in this Colony.
This disposition alone, independent of everything
else, has without doubt placed a great difference in
the eyes of God between their death and that of the
others, who have fallen martyrs to the French name.
But I am well persuaded that the fear of a similar
fate will not in the least diminish the zeal of those
of our fathers who had thought of following them,
neither will it deter our Superiors from responding to
the holy desires they may have of sharing our labors.



